Kavi Gupta

835 W Washington Blvd.
Chicago, IL 60607
708.480.2882

General Inquiries: info@kavigupta.com
Sales Inquiries: client@kavigupta.com
Press Inquiries: media@kavigupta.com

Kavi Gupta congratulates Michael Joo on his invitation to participate in the 61st International Art
Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia by Koyo Kouoh.

Michael Joo's solo exhibition Sweat Models 1991-2026 is currently on view at Space Zero One in New
York; and at Kavi Gupta | Washington Blvd., Chicago, within MENASA+: Thresholds of Representation
where his work continues to engage audiences through its thoughtful exploration of material,
perception, and cultural memory. These concurrent presentations reflect the strength and continued
evolution of his practice, as well as its resonance across diverse institutional and gallery contexts. We are
honored to present Joo’s work and to celebrate this moment alongside him, and we look forward to
continued engagement with his practice in the months ahead.

Michael Joo is a conceptual artist whose work is rooted in an examination of perception. He is more
interested in the way we perceive than what it is we are looking at.

Joo’s multi-disciplinary studio practice mobilizes intense scientific research, ontology, epistemology,
and entropy, creating a cross-disciplinary and multidimensional dialogue that results in aesthetic
phenomena that document the process of their creation. The hybrid aspect of Joo’s aesthetic language
reflects his own history. Born to Korean parents in the United States, Joo was raised in a multicultural
environment that was influenced by a range of interests including science, academia, and artistry.

By juxtaposing humanity’s various pools of knowledge and culture, Joo addresses the fluid nature of
identity, mirroring the complexity and richness of his individual identity and of the collective identity of
contemporary society.

By combining a range of techniques associated with sculpture, painting, photography, and printmaking,
the work continually blurs the boundaries between art and science. Joo’s intention as an artist is to
achieve the unachievable: to make us see an object in real life that is barely conceivable as thought alone.

Major exhibitions of Joo's work include Perspectives: Michael Joo, Smithsonian Freer | Sackler Museum,
Washington, DC, USA; 49th Venice Biennale, Korean Pavilion, Italy; Sensory Meridian, Kavi Gupta,
Chicago, IL, USA; Michael Joo, Conserving Momentum (Egg/Gyro/Laundry Room), White Cube
London, UK; Michael Joo: Drift, The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield, CT, USA;
Michael Joo: Drift (Bronx), The Bronx Museum of Arts, New York, NY, USA; Michael Joo,
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Doppelganger, Cass Sculpture Foundation, Sussex, UK; and Michael Joo Retrospective, Palm Beach
Institute of Contemporary Art, Palm Beach, CA, USA. Joo is a Senior Critic in Sculpture at Yale
University and teaches in the Columbia University MFA program. His work is in the permanent
collections of the Guggenheim Museum, MoMA, and Whitney Museum of American Art in New York;
Denver Art Museum; Hammer Museum, Los Angeles; Walker Art Center, Minneapolis; and Moderna
Museet, Stockholm, Sweden, among others. Joo's solo exhibition Sweat Models 1991-2026 is currently
on view through April 18th at Space ZeroOne in New York, and his work will be prominently featured
in May 2026 at the 61st International Art Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia by Koyo Kouoh.

Kavi Gupta amplifies voices of diverse and underrepresented artists to expand the canon of art history.
Through innovative and ambitious exhibitions, multimedia programming, and rigorous publications, we
foster an evolving conversation among international communities about art and ideas.
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