VANITY FAIR

Annie Leibovitz & Thelma Golden on Eight of
the Most Influential Female Artists of Our Time

Mickalene Thomas In her studio in Brooklyn / Photo by Annie Leibovitz.
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Cindy Sherman, Mickalene Thomas, Faith Ringgold, Amy
Sherald, Guerrilla Girls, and more sit for the legendary
VF photographer.

In the title of her seminal 1971 essay, art historian

Linda Nochlin posed a question that would challenge
the art world fundamentally: “Why have there been no
great women artists?” A rhetorical question, but no less
profound for the way it pushed us to acknowledge the
great omissions of art history. Of course there had been
great women artists. Through the work of pioneering
scholars, courageous curators, and brave institutions,
we have benefited from a radical re-envisioning of art
history that laid bare profound exclusions. This work

of a generation has given the opportunity to celebrate
those women whose presence and practice were for-
gotten, to honor their contributions, and to acknowl-
edge these artists who've paved the way for reinvention
and reimagination. Those unwavering pioneers shaped
an understanding of art at its most expansive and also
mark the history still being made in this moment, such
as Simone Leigh’s presentation at this year’s Venice
Biennale, the first Black woman to be selected to repre-
sent the United States.

Working across many visual vocabularies, the eight
artists featured here collectively represent the phe-
nomenal trajectory of the last half century. They have
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received widespread recognition for practices that have
maghnificently engaged media, pioneered new forms,
and expressed radical subjectivities around history,
gender, race, and identity—while expanding represen-
tations of women in the world of art and beyond. With
their visions and their voices and the beautiful and bold
intellectual space their work creates, they allow for the
rich joys and profound complexities of any and all of the
roles they inhabit—makers, thinkers, mothers, sisters,
daughters, advocates, activists, friends, and citizens. It
is this quality, this deep-seated power, that allows these

women creators to envision possibilities and bring to
light realities that have been erased, forgotten, if not
discarded, for all to experience. Through their practice
they galvanize the capacity to probe the very construc-
tions of identity in the world around us, and to create
something wholly original from it. Not only do these
artists honor and embody the spirit of the great women
who came before them, but through their art making
they have created extraordinary space for themselves
and for generations to come.

-Thelma Golden

Kavi Gupta | 835 w.Wwashington Blvd., Chicago,IL | +1312 4320708 | info@kavigupta.com



