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Rotimi Fani-Kayode, Every Moment Counts (Ecstatic
Antibodies), 1989. C-Type archival print, 20 x 24 in.
Courtesy of Autograph, London © Rotimi Fani-Kayode

Christian-Green Gallery and Idea Lab, January 24-May
9, 2025
Visual Arts Center, January 24-March 8, 2025

The word ecstasy can be understood as a form of
transcendence, often through an indiscriminate

combination of extremes. Art’s truest depictions of
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ecstasy exist in the muddled territory between exaltation
and despair. Transcendence: A Century of Black Queer
Ecstasy, through a variety of media, highlights visual
representations of Black queer ecstasy from the last 100
years that surpass its absence from the historical record.
Centering Blackness and queerness allows this exhibition
to consider the potential of queer perspectives around
the paradoxes of pleasure and pain, excess and lack, and
autonomy and dependence. As such, the exhibition is
organized around seven themes: Portraiture, Beyond
Figuration, Dance and Movement, Spirituality, Sex and
Sensuality, Black Queer Futures, and Altered States.
Together these themes represent the foundations of
queer, and especially Black queer, experiences and offer
viewers a space to engage with artwork and ephemera
that highlight an ecstatically abundant past and

advocate for a more inclusive and equitable future.

Many works in the exhibition are by artists who identify
as queer; some are by artists who lived in times when
such identification was not available or possible; and
some are by artists who are not queer but whose works
resonate with queer histories. By uniting these and other
artists from across generations, Transcendence: A
Century of Black Queer Ecstasy positions ecstasy and
transcendence as central themes within the ongoing
evolution of Black and queer artistic expression.
Ultimately, this exhibition honors the resilience and
beauty found within the Black queer community,

testifying to the transformative nature of art.

Phillip A. Townsend, PhD, Curator of Art
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Christian-Green Gallery at AGBS
201 East 21st St, Austin, TX 78712
Jester Center, 2nd Floor, A232

Idea Lab at AGBS
210 West 24th St, Austin, TX 78712
Gordon-White Building, 2.204

Visual Arts Center
2301 San Jacinto Blvd, Austin, TX 78712
Art Building, 1st Floor

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

Toward “Transcendence:” A Symposium
on Black Queer Ecstatic Art

Feb 20, 2025 - Feb 21, 2025

https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/transcendence-a-century-of-black-queer-ecstasy

We recommend beginning at
Christian-Green Gallery, then
navigating to Idea Lab or Visual Arts
Center using this map and these
walking directions. All three spaces are

open to the public Wednesday-Friday.

3/6


https://www.galleriesatut.org/visit
https://www.galleriesatut.org/visit
https://utvac.org/event/transcendence-century-black-queer-ecstasy-1924-2024
https://www.galleriesatut.org/public-programs/symposium-transcendence
https://www.galleriesatut.org/public-programs/symposium-transcendence
https://www.galleriesatut.org/public-programs/symposium-transcendence
https://www.galleriesatut.org/s/transcendence-walking-map.jpg
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Christian-Green+Gallery,+201+East+21st+St+Jester+A232+(2nd+floor,+Austin,+TX+78712,+USA/Idea+Lab,+210+W+24th+St+Gordon-White+Building,+Room+2.204,+Austin,+TX+78705/Visual+Arts+Center,+Art+Building+and+Museum,+San+Jacinto+Boulevard,+Austin,+TX/Christian-Green+Gallery,+201+East+21st+St+Jester+A232+(2nd+floor,+Austin,+TX+78712,+USA/@30.2864521,-97.7437135,15.04z/data=!3m1!5s0x8644b59c077742fd:0x8e08127e1bf8a880!4m26!4m25!1m5!1m1!1s0x8644b59c0c16401f:0xf07843b8a8b59975!2m2!1d-97.7364569!2d30.28336!1m5!1m1!1s0x8644b5fd3fcc7b51:0xb014a51b74503d7a!2m2!1d-97.7398879!2d30.2877866!1m5!1m1!1s0x8644b59ae5407209:0xaea0345d64d841ea!2m2!1d-97.7329957!2d30.2862557!1m5!1m1!1s0x8644b59c0c16401f:0xf07843b8a8b59975!2m2!1d-97.7364569!2d30.28336!3e2?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI0MTIxMS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D

2/1/25,12:03 PM Transcendence: A Century of Black Queer Ecstasy, 1924-2024 — AGBS

This exhibition is made possible through support from
the Terra Foundation for American Art and a grant from
The Mellon Foundation’s Affirming Multivocal Humanities
initiative, with additional support from the following units
at The University of Texas at Austin: College of Liberal
Arts, Visual Arts Center, Latino Studies, Barron Ulmer
Kidd Centennial Lectureship (Humanities Institute),
Department of Sociology, Long Chair Funds (Department
of Art and Art History), Department of Anthropology,
Department of History, and American Studies.

TERRA -

FOUNDATION FOR AMERICAN ART

]
. I“o Humanities
:> D CI Visual Arts "“JD‘ES Institute
Center STUDE?. Sl

[E5] The University of Texas at Austin ‘The University of Texas at Austin
%57} 5 - [E5] The University of Texas at Austin
g?gin;tgjar&’ 2f Sociology g'ig(a‘;tme;t’ of Artand Art History @ Eﬁ:ﬁﬁ;‘,ﬁfﬂﬁ,ﬁf A‘:thmpology

=B QRSN

N

Egs otudhes

Christian-Green Gallery e+ idea

RASHAUN RUCKER: PATRON >
SAINTS OF A BLACK BOY

https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/transcendence-a-century-of-black-queer-ecstasy 4/6


https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/rashaun-rucker-patron-saints-of-a-black-boy
https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/tag/Christian-Green+Gallery
https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/tag/idea

2/1/25,12:03 PM Transcendence: A Century of Black Queer Ecstasy, 1924-2024 — AGBS

Email Address Sign Up

We value and respect your privacy.

VISIT US

CHRISTIAN-GREEN GALLERY

201 East 21st St. Austin, TX 78712
2nd Floor of Jester Center A232

IDEA LAB

210 West 24th St. Austin, TX 78712
Gordon-White Building 2.204

LEARN

ABOUT

PUBLIC PROGRAMS

CONTACT US

THE NARRATIVE

BLACK STUDIES

Donate

CONNECT

https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/transcendence-a-century-of-black-queer-ecstasy 5/6


https://www.galleriesatut.org/about
https://www.galleriesatut.org/contact
https://www.galleriesatut.org/public-programs
http://instagram.com/galleriesatut
https://kendyllgross.wixsite.com/the-narrative
https://give.utexas.edu/?menu=OGPLAWC
https://liberalarts.utexas.edu/blackstudies/

2/1/25,12:03 PM Transcendence: A Century of Black Queer Ecstasy, 1924-2024 — AGBS

https://www.galleriesatut.org/gallery-showings/transcendence-a-century-of-black-queer-ecstasy 6/6



